February 13th, 2009
Open Lesson

Oksana Zakrevska and Stephanie Lillegard
Topic:
Regions of the United States:  The Northeast, The Southeast, The Southwest
Form:

9A (14 pupils)

Objective:
By working cooperatively in groups and independently organizing information; students will be able to speak about different regions of the United States, act as a tour guide, and retell facts about history, geography and culture which they can use in their own lives.

Materials:
Computer-  Short Video on Regions of the USA, 


Chart for text completion



Review Game


Interactive Blackboard used for projection and matching symbols


Notebooks for counting group points


Tickets with red, white, and blue numbered stars inside


Ball to quiz on US general knowledge


Texts on Regions


Maps of USA


Puzzle Map


Charts for pupils to write on


Paper for review game final answer

Regional Symbols (fruit)

Compass Rose


Pictures of regions and Regional map


Bells for when pupils answer in Review Game


Prize


(Lyrics to “This Land is Your Land”)

Introduction:
Oksana will welcome the pupils-  

“Good morning pupils … by working and cooperating in groups you will be able to be a young guide for other tourists who want to travel to different regions of the USA.

Imagine:  Now you are at John F. Kennedy airport in New York City after flying 14 hours from Ukraine.  We are here as tourists to learn about the United States and now we are looking for Miss Stephanie.  Where is she?  Maybe something happened?  Is she coming?”


Stephanie will come in-

“Sorry I’m late!  I was stuck in traffic.  Welcome to the United States.  Please open your bus tickets.  Each ticket is for one of three buses, each bus going to a different region of the United States.  Please Board your bus.  This bus is going to_________, etc.”

All groups will be gathered into groups based on the color of the star found inside their tickets.  They will sit and work as a group.  Each star within the group will have a number and that number will designate which role they will play within their group (example:  all 1’s will write, all 2’s will speak, all 3’s will read).  
Next we will give each group a map of the United States, a large piece of a map representing their region, a text on their region, a chart to fill out with information and a symbol (fruit- apple, orange, pepper) of their region.
(3 MINUTES)
Warm-up:
Show slide show of different sites in America
Have pupils tell what they already know about America.  One pupil will start with a ball and retell information about the USA.  That pupil will then throw the ball to another pupil, until all pupils have retold facts about the USA.
(6 MINUTES)
NOTE:  AT ANY POINT DURING THE LESSON, PUPILS MAY EARN POINTS FOR THEIR TEAM BY PARTICIPATING AND CORRECTLY ANSWERING QUESTIONS.  THESE POINTS WILL BE ADDED TO DETERMINE THE WINNING GROUP OF THE LESSON.

Presentation:
Each group will be asked to read a text on their region.  In a group they will fill out the chart given to them based on their region focusing on specific information (climate, economy, states, and interesting facts).  They will then present their information to the class.  The information given by the pupils will be placed on chart projected from the computer.  All pupils will copy the information of all the regions.  After all groups have presented their region, the chart will be completed.

(Points may be given and counted on a notebook computer.)


(15 MINUTES, 6 MINS Reading + 9 MINS Presenting)

Practice:
After listening attentively to each other, they must make difficult questions for the other groups to test each other’s knowledge.  Groups may earn points.

Next representatives from each group must come to the interactive black board and match symbols and pictures to the correct region of the United States.  Groups will receive points for every correct answer.
(7 MINUTES)

Application:
Review Game- Projected from the computer will be a game board including five topics (Northeastern Region, Southeastern Region, Southwestern Region, and General US Information).  Each topic will be followed by five questions with varying difficulty starting with the least difficult (100points-easy, 200points- not as easy … 500 points- the most difficult).  Pupils from each group will compete for the same question and rotate for every question.  This way all pupils must participate in the game while earning points for their group.  After all points have been earned, we will total the points of each group and they may bet points for one final question which they will write.  

The group with the most points at the end of the lesson will receive a prize.

(10 MINUTES)

Reserve Activity:
If time remains in the lesson, we will sing “This Land is Your Land” by Woody Guthrie.

(5 MINUTES)

Conclusion:
At the conclusion of the lesson the prize will be given.  Oksana will close the lesson by saying-


“What have we learned/done today?”  (Pupils respond by summarizing the lesson).


“We hope you enjoyed your travel and you can use what you’ve learned today in your real life.  Your cooperation with each other has helped you to be successful.  Thank you for your attention.”


Give pupils marks for the lesson.


(3 MINUTES)

Homework:
Write 15 or more sentences about your impression of your travels around the USA and which region you enjoyed the most. 
